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4.704 Calculation of retention periods.

(a) The retention periods in 4.705 are
calculated from the end of the contrac-
tor’s fiscal year in which an entry is
made charging or allocating a cost to a
Government contract or subcontract. If
a specific record contains a series of
entries, the retention period is cal-
culated from the end of the contrac-
tor’s fiscal year in which the final
entry is made. The contractor should
cut off the records in annual blocks
and retain them for block disposal
under the prescribed retention periods.

(b) When records generated during a
prior contract are relied upon by a con-
tractor for certified cost or pricing
data in negotiating a succeeding con-
tract, the prescribed periods shall run
from the date of the succeeding con-
tract.

(c) If two or more of the record cat-
egories described in 4.705 are interfiled
and screening for disposal is not prac-
tical, the contractor shall retain the
entire record series for the longest pe-
riod prescribed for any category of
records.

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 75
FR 53142, Aug. 30, 2010]

4.705 Specific retention periods.

The contractor shall retain the
records identified in 4.705-1 through
4.705-3 for the periods designated, pro-
vided retention is required under 4.702.
Records are identified in this subpart
in terms of their purpose or use and
not by specific name or form number.
Although the descriptive identifica-
tions may not conform to normal con-
tractor usage or filing practices, these
identifications apply to all contractor
records that come within the descrip-
tion.

4.705-1 Financial and cost accounting
records.

(a) Accounts receivable invoices, ad-
justments to the accounts, invoice reg-
isters, carrier freight bills, shipping or-
ders, and other documents which detail
the material or services billed on the
related invoices: Retain 4 years.

(b) Material, work order, or service
order files, consisting of purchase req-
uisitions or purchase orders for mate-
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rial or services, or orders for transfer
of material or supplies: Retain 4 years.

(c) Cash advance recapitulations, pre-
pared as posting entries to accounts re-
ceivable ledgers for amounts of expense
vouchers prepared for employees’ trav-
el and related expenses: Retain 4 years.

(d) Paid, canceled, and voided checks,
other than those issued for the pay-
ment of salary and wages: Retain 4
years.

(e) Accounts payable records to sup-
port disbursements of funds for mate-
rials, equipment, supplies, and services,
containing originals or copies of the
following and related documents: re-
mittance advices and statements, ven-
dors’ invoices, invoice audits and dis-
tribution slips, receiving and inspec-
tion reports or comparable certifi-
cations of receipt and inspection of ma-
terial or services, and debit and credit
memoranda: Retain 4 years.

(f) Labor cost distribution cards or
equivalent documents: Retain 2 years.

(g) Petty cash records showing de-
scription of expenditures, to whom
paid, name of person authorizing pay-
ment, and date, including copies of
vouchers and other supporting docu-
ments: Retain 2 years.

4.705-2 Pay administration records.

(a) Payroll sheets, registers, or their
equivalent, of salaries and wages paid
to individual employees for each pay-
roll period; change slips; and tax with-
holding statements: Retain 4 years.

(b) Clock cards or other time and at-
tendance cards: Retain 2 years.

(c) Paid checks, receipts for wages
paid in cash, or other evidence of pay-
ments for services rendered by employ-
ees: Retain 2 years.

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 65
FR 36022, June 6, 2000; 67 FR 70517, Nov. 22,
2002]

4.705-3 Acquisition and

records.

(a) Store requisitions for materials,
supplies, equipment, and services: Re-
tain 2 years.

(b) Work orders for maintenance and
other services: Retain 4 years.

(c) Equipment records, consisting of
equipment usage and status reports
and equipment repair orders: Retain 4
years.
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(d) Expendable property records, re-
flecting accountability for the receipt
and use of material in the performance
of a contract: Retain 4 years.

(e) Receiving and inspection report
records, consisting of reports reflecting
receipt and inspection of supplies,
equipment, and materials: Retain 4
years.

(f) Purchase order files for supplies,
equipment, material, or services used
in the performance of a contract; sup-
porting documentation and backup
files including, but not limited to, in-
voices, and memoranda; e.g., memo-
randa of negotiations showing the prin-
cipal elements of subcontract price ne-
gotiations (see 52.244-2): Retain 4 years.

(g) Production records of quality con-
trol, reliability, and inspection: Retain
4 years.

(h) Property records (see FAR 45.101
and 52.245-1): Retain 4 years.

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 63
FR 34060, June 22, 1998;75 FR 38679, July 2,
2010]

4.706 [Reserved]

Subpart 4.8—Government
Contract Files

4.800 Scope of subpart.

This subpart prescribes requirements
for establishing, maintaining, and dis-
posing of contract files.

[656 FR 36022, June 6, 2000]

4.801 General.

(a) The head of each office per-
forming contracting, contract adminis-
tration, or paying functions shall es-
tablish files containing the records of
all contractual actions.

(b) The documentation in the files
(see 4.803) shall be sufficient to con-
stitute a complete history of the trans-
action for the purpose of—

(1) Providing a complete background
as a basis for informed decisions at
each step in the acquisition process;

(2) Supporting actions taken;

(3) Providing information for reviews
and investigations; and

(4) Furnishing essential facts in the
event of litigation or congressional in-
quiries.
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(c) The files to be established in-
clude—

(1) A file for cancelled solicitations;

(2) A file for each contract; and

(3) A file such as a contractor general
file, containing documents relating—
for example—to (i) no specific contract,
(ii) more than one contract, or (iii) the
contractor in a general way (e.g., con-
tractor’s management systems, past
performance, or capabilities).

4.802 Contract files.

(a) A contract file should generally
consist of—

(1) The contracting office contract
file, that documents the basis for the
acquisition and the award, the assign-
ment of contract administration (in-
cluding payment responsibilities), and
any subsequent actions taken by the
contracting office;

(2) The contract administration of-
fice contract file, that documents ac-
tions reflecting the basis for and the
performance of contract administra-
tion responsibilities; and

(3) The paying office contract file,
that documents actions prerequisite to,
substantiating, and reflecting contract
payments.

(b) Normally, each file should be kept
separately; however, if appropriate,
any or all of the files may be combined;
e.g., if all functions or any combina-
tion of the functions are performed by
the same office.

(c) Files must be maintained at orga-
nizational levels that ensure—

(1) Effective documentation of con-
tract actions;

(2) Ready accessibility to principal
users;

(3) Minimal establishment of dupli-
cate and working files;

(4) The safeguarding of classified doc-
uments; and

(5) Conformance with agency regula-
tions for file location and mainte-
nance.

(d) If the contract files or file seg-
ments are decentralized (e.g., by type
or function) to various organizational
elements or to other outside offices, re-
sponsibility for their maintenance
must be assigned. A central control
and, if needed, a locator system should
be established to ensure the ability to
locate promptly any contract files.
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